Biography is not taxonomy with the specimen to be reclassified according to the latest findings-it is the story of one life as seen by another, with both always growing and changing.
-Elinor Langer, Josephine Herbst (1983) in The Challenge of Feminist Biography: Writing the Lives of Modern American Women "Miss Raymond has been a remarkably busy woman during all these years, not only in educational work, but she has been active in religious, art, literary and benevolent enterprises." 1 She was active with the Methodist church in Bloomington and was assistant superintendent of the First M.E. Sabbbath School, where she worked closely with her future husband F. J. Fitzwilliam, who was also active with the Sunday school program. She was active in literary affairs in Bloomington, Illinois, where she served as president of the library board and worked closely with Georgina Trotter in building it. She was also president of the Illinois Plato club while in Chicago. Historian Steven Rockefeller in his book on John Dewey discusses The Plato Club and Dewey's involvement with it together with Jane Addams of the Hull House.
Likewise, Allen Davis in his book on Jane Addams discusses both The Plato Club and the relationship between John Dewey and Jane Addams. He observes that Hull House was an educational institution and that Jane Addams was known as a progressive in education who was appointed to several school-related committees.
3 Regarding her benevolent work, the Leader article suggests Raymond founded the Bloomington Benevolent Society and prompted the organization of the Industrial School and Home of this city. These organizations helped women who were without means or shut off from society. She was active with many educational organizations. She was president and founder of the School Mistresses' club, twice president of the Woman's State Teacher's Association, president of the Central Illinois Teachers Association, and active with the Woman's Educational Association of Illinois Wesleyan University. In 1888, The Chicago Tribune ran an article by her, "The Illinois School Mistresses' Club," where she invited "all earnest, thoughtful, progressive teachers" to join them. This and the Woman's State Teachers Association (which she was president of at the time) were newly formed organizations to have "more intimate acquaintance with those of their profession and for closer professional study."
4 The impact of the School Mistresses Club has never been considered, although Ella Flagg Young suggests it had a tremendous inf luence on her as an emerging school leader. Historian Joan Smith in her book on Ella Flagg Young notes the impact of the School Mistresses Club and that Young served "a long term as its president."
5 Sarah Raymond thought that women needed the same professional support networks that men had long benefited from.
New and innovative pedagogy had a long and rich tradition at ISNU. The Herbartianism movement as it was called had its beginnings at the time Raymond was a student but began to draw national attention by the late 1800s. Even John Dewey was connected with this Pre-Progressive Era movement.
